
WILLIAM SHERWOOD, MbyRes, BA 
wsherwood92@outlook.com 

EDUCATION 

MA by Research in English Studies, University of Exeter               09/16-09/19 
d  
I was awarded Masters of Arts by Research with Minor Amendments for my 40,000-word thesis  
The 'Romantic Faëry': Keats, Tolkien, and the Perilous Realm. I conducted archival research at King 
Edward’s School, Birmingham and the Bodleian Library, Oxford and uncovered new manuscripts that were 
integrated into my thesis. The thesis demonstrates my aptitude for writing critically and providing detailed 
answers to research questions over an extended piece of academic writing. It was applauded for being 
‘ambitious and carefully crafted’, modulating ‘elegantly between biographical criticism, presentation of 
archival sources, cultural history and literary close reading’. I presented work from the thesis at the 
International Medieval Congress 2019 and Tolkien 2019 Conference, Birmingham, for which I was funded. 

BA (Hons) English and Creative Writing (2:1), University of Portsmouth                09/10-7/13 
      1  
I was awarded a First for my English Literature dissertation The Byronic Sublime. I also saw a significant 
incline in grades during my third year, leading to Firsts in European Literary Decadence and The Literary 
Journalist. I also studied units on Poetry, the Gothic, and Eighteenth and Nineteenth-Century Literature. My 
passion for Romanticism was sparked during my first-year studies on John Keats’s ‘The Eve of St Agnes’.  

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 

English Teacher: Herne Bay High School, Herne Bay                      09/19-Present 
      1  
I designed, planned and delivered programmes of study on literature and language across Key Stage 3, 4 
and 5. I had to efficiently assess and provide feedback to students every two weeks and I used a specific 
colour system to provide consistency and clarity. Using summative assessments at the end of terms, I used 
student data to evaluate my own teaching approaches and material for the following term. The transition 
between teaching Shakespeare and Poetry was a turning point as I had to modify the way I taught poetry to 
lower level students while challenging those of a higher level.  

Private English & Music Tutor                        02/18-Present 
      1  
I worked on a one-to-one basis to provide engaging and highly directed lessons. My teaching methods were 
adapted for every student to ensure that they accessed the subject material on a level that they would 
understand. This worked particularly well as one student’s grades moved rapidly from Level 2s to Level 8s. 

Literacy Lecturer: Canterbury College                  08/13-02/18 
      1  
I delivered A Level, GCSE and Functional Skills lessons to adults and children simultaneously, modifying my 
style appropriately. The learning environment I built was effectively developed so that work was differentiated 
for students of all abilities and needs. My role involved seeking opportunities for CPD and this culminated in 
my attendance of and contributions to AQA’s School Hubs between 2015 and 2017. 

PERSONAL AWARDS & FUNDING 

Tolkien Society Bursary 2019 (£500)                            08/19  
d 
Securing the bursary allowed me to attend, present my paper, and network at the conference Tolkien 2019. 

University of Portsmouth Music Award                         07/13 
d 
I was chosen to receive the award out of the 2013 cohort due to my outstanding contributions to the music 
department over my three years at the University of Portsmouth. I was an integral member of various 
ensembles and took over as the musical director of the University Choirs in my third year. My work led to a 
press interview that was published on the day of my graduation. 

PUBLICATIONS & ONGOING PROJECTS 

The Romantic Spirit in the Works of J. R. R. Tolkien.          Ongoing 
The volume is currently being co-edited for Walking Tree Press with Dr. Julian Eilmann.    

‘Review of Tolkien’s Works and Beyond’.               01/20 
Edited by Julian Eilmann and Friedhelm Schneidewind. Journal of Tolkien Research, 8:1.   
       

‘Review of “Something Has Gone Crack”: New Perspectives on Tolkien and the Great War’.          01/20 
Edited by Janet Brennan Croft and Annika Röttinger. Journal of Tolkien Research, 8:1. 

POSTS & RESPONSIBILITIES 

Event Organiser: Tolkien Society Seminar 2020 (Online): ‘Adapting Tolkien’           07/20 
d 
As the Education Secretary I am currently transitioning the 2020 Seminar online onto Zoom. 

Piano Teacher, Musical Director, Concert Pianist: Early Energy Centre, Liskeard                 02/18-08/19 
d 
My work with the Early Energy Centre paid dividends during my MbyRes through my ability to multi-task and 
manage my time between my studies and work. Playing for two musicals within the space of one month, 
running a choir, and completing the first draft of my thesis was a tremendous feat. 


